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people in the higher age groups. With the death of these older
groups, the full effects of decreasing fertility will be experienced
since the net reproduction rate1 is not high enough to ensure
replacement of the population. Holland and Eire are the only
two countries of North-west Europe with a net reproduction rate
above unity. By contrast, the States of Mediterranean Europe
(excluding France) and of Eastern Europe (excluding Czecho-
slovakia but including the Soviet Union) all show rates above
unity, although there is evidence that fertility is already de-
creasing even there. In brief, the population of nearly all
Western Europe and most of Central Europe is not replacing
itself while that of the rest of the continent is only doing so at
a decreasing rate.
The consequence of these population trends in Europe is
that its north-western countries have ageing populations which
are not being replaced, whereas the eastern and southern States
are occupied by still growing populations, with greater fertility
and a higher proportion of young people. The political implica-
tions in this differentiation are manifold and have given rise
to population policies in certain countries. These have been
directed towards increasing fertility; they have been experi-
mental and have been too recently implemented to allow judg-
ment of their success or failure. "We should also realize that
political questions may play a far more important part than
economic questions in influencing decisions (in population
policies)",2 wrote D. V. Glass, and his view was certainly
correct in the cases of Germany, Italy and France. Political
geographers will appreciate the relation between demographic
structures and European affairs which is suggested by Notestein's
map of the distribution of net reproduction rates in this part of
the world.3
Elsewhere in the world, excluding those countries which
have been settled and developed by peoples of European origin,
the areas with large and dense populations, such as China, Japan,
1  For details of the methods of calculating reproduction rates, see D. V.
Glass, Population Policies and Afovements in Eitrope, Oxford, 1940, pp. 383-7.
2  D. V. Glass, op. cit., p. 368.
3  F. W. Notestein, op. cit.> Fig. i, p. 18. Reproduced, with minor modifica-
tions, in Fig. 6, on opposite page.